
SOCIAL SCIENCE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS (SS) 
Department Chair: Cindy Cullom, cullomc@centergrove.k12.in.us 

 
Students should consider taking the following Social Science courses if you are interested in: 
 
 

Business, Management & 
Marketing 

Economics, Sociology, Geography & History of the World, Government, 
Microeconomics AP 

Education & Human Services European History, Psychology AP, Sociology, Economics, U.S. History, Geography & 
History of the World US Government, World History 

Engineering & Technology World History, Geography & History of the World, Sociology 

Manufacturing & Construction World History, Geography & History of the World, Sociology 

Fine Arts, Design & 
Communications 

World History, World Civilization, Geography & History of the World, Sociology, U.S. 
History, Government, Economics, Microeconomics AP 

Health Services Sociology, Psychology AP, Economics, Government, Microeconomics AP 

Legal & Government Government, Government AP, U.S. History, World History, Sociology, Psychology AP, 
Economics, European History, Microeconomics AP 

Natural Science & Resource 
Management 

Summer Social Science and Science trip, Sociology, Geography & History of the 
World, Government 
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Geography and History of the World (1570) 
CGHS Course #: SS101 
Grade Level: 9 
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Recommended Lexile: N/A 
Weighted Course: No      Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 

Geography and History of the World is designed to 
enable students to use geographical tools and skills and 
historic concepts and perspectives to deepen their 
understanding of major global themes including the 
origin and spread of world religions; exploration; 
conquest and imperialism; urbanization; and 
innovations and revolutions. Geographical and historical 
skills include forming research questions, acquiring 
information by investigating a variety of primary and 
secondary sources, organizing information by creating 
graphic text representations, analyzing information to 
determine and explain patterns and trends, planning for 
the future, and documenting and presenting findings 
orally or in writing. The historical geography concepts 
used to explore the global themes include change over 
time, origin, diffusion, physical systems, cultural 
landscapes, spatial distribution/patterns, and 
interaction/relationships. Students use the knowledge, 
tools, and skills obtained from this course in order to 
analyze, evaluate, and make predictions about major 
global developments.  This course is designed to 
nurture perceptive and responsible citizenship, to 
encourage and support the development of critical 
thinking skills and lifelong learning, and to help prepare 
Indiana students for the 21st Century. 
 

Geography & History of the World (Honors)* (1570) 
CGHS Course #: SS151 
Grade Level: 9 
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Recommended Lexile: 1000 
Weighted Course: Yes       Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 

This course is recommended for gifted and talented 
students as well as other above average students. This 
course will cover the same content as the college-prep 
regular Geography and History of the World class, but it 
will use several methods of gifted and talented 
education, stress abstract themes, develop higher-level 
thinking skills, and explore the skills of research. This 
course is intended to be a transition class into future 
Social Science AP classes. 
 

World History and Civilization (1548) 
Grade Level: 10 
CGHS Course #: SS203 
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Recommended Lexile: 1000 to 1100 
Weighted Course: No      Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): Honors Geography is recommended but 
not required 
 

Students taking this course will better understand the 
world from a historical perspective. This course will 
focus on examining the Enlightenment period to 
contemporary/modern times.  Students gain insight into 
the following historical topics: Enlightenment; American 
and French Revolutions; Industrialization; Imperialism; 
World War I; World Depression; World War II; the Cold 
War; the revolutions and modernizing that occurred in 
Africa, Asia, the Middle East, Europe, Latin America, and 
the United States; and a discussion of the current 
problems that are presently taking place in those 
locations. 
 

Indiana Studies (1518) 
CGHS Course #: SS211 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Length: 1 Semester 
Credit(s): One 
Weighted Course: No        Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 

Indiana Studies is an integrated course that compares 
and contrasts state and national developments in the 
areas of politics, economics, history, and culture. The 
course uses Indiana history as a basis for understanding 
current policies, practices, and state legislative 
procedures. It also includes the study of state and 
national constitutions from a historical perspective and 
as a current foundation of government. Examination of 
individual leaders and their roles in a democratic society 
will be included and student will examine the 
participation of citizens in the political process. 
Selections from Indiana arts and literature may also be 
analyzed for insights into historical events and cultural 
expressions. 
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Ethnic Studies (1516) 
CGHS Course #: SS213 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
DOE Course #: 1516 
Length: 1 Semester 
Credit(s): One 
Recommended Lexile: Reading 900L-1210L 
Weighted Course: No      Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 

This course is designed to allow students to develop a 
multicultural perspective when examining various 
ethnic groups that live in the United States. 
Furthermore, as humans continue to advance in the 
areas of communication and transportation, human 
integration will necessitate advanced social skills that 
allow students to navigate the complexity of human-to-
human contact regardless of different ethnic 
backgrounds.  This course will concentrate on various 
ethnic groups in the United States and use a 
comparative approach to the study of patterns of 
cultural development, immigration, and assimilation, as 
well as the contributions of specific ethnic or cultural 
groups. This course will also include analysis of the 
political impact of ethnic diversity in the United States 
and how it continues to shape government policy 
concerning minority groups, immigration, and refugees. 
 

Current Problem, Issues, and Events (1512) 
CGHS Course #: SS221 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Length: 1 Semester 
Credit(s): One 
Recommended Lexile: 1000 
Weighted Course: No  Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): sophomores, junior or Senior Status 
 

In this discussion based, college preparatory course, 
students will study and involve themselves in the events 
of the world, as they unfold. Current Events, provides 
students with the opportunity to investigate and inquire 
into the significant problems that affect local, national, 
and global issues. Students develop competence in (1) 
recognizing cause and effect relationships, (2) 
recognizing fallacies in reasoning, biases, and 
propaganda devices, and (3) stating and testing 
contemporary historical significance of current events. 
There is a $7 expense for a 14-week subscription to 
Time Magazine.  *It is recommended that students with 
a sincere desire to read, analyze, and actively discuss 
current news take this course. This course can be taken 
once during each of the Junior and Senior years for a 
total of two (2) credits. Students must have approval of 

the department chairperson to take the course a 
second time. 
 

World History Advanced Placement (1576) 
CGHS Course #: SS251 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Recommended Lexile: 1100 
Weighted Course: Yes    Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 

Based on the Advanced Placement guidelines of the 
College Board, this course will introduce students to five 
global themes of world history from prehistoric times to 
the present. Assignments will emphasize both change 
and continuity in the world's major cultures during six 
different time periods. Students will also learn to write 
different kinds of social studies essays. The course 
resembles a college freshmen class and has been 
designed for students who (1) have earned above 
average grades in either honors or regular eighth-grade 
and/or freshmen social studies and (2) plan to attend 
college. By May, students will be prepared to take the 
AP World History Exam. With passing scores, they may 
earn college credit and/or receive college scholarships. 
The work in this course also prepares students for other 
AP social studies courses at CGHS. For additional 
information on the AP Program, contact the guidance 
office. 
 

Human Geography AP (1572) 
CGHS Course #: SS253 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Length of Course: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Recommended Lexile: 1100 
Weighted Course: Yes  Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): none 
 

Human Geography, Advanced Placement is a course 
based on the content established by the College Board.  
The purpose of the AP Human Geography course is to 
introduce students to the systematic study of patterns 
and processes that have shaped human understanding, 
use, and alteration of Earth's surface.  Students employ 
spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine 
human social organization and its environmental 
consequences.  They also learn about the methods and 
tools geographers use in their science and practice.  
Topics include:  (1) Geography:  its nature and 
perspectives, (2) population, (3) cultural patterns and 
processes, (4) political organization of space, (5) 
agriculture and rural land use, (6) industrialization and 
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economic development, and (7) cities and urban land 
use.  This Course is a very approachable study of the 
major themes in human (cultural) geography.  It will 
cover much of the same material and themes of 
geography and history of the world and integrate many 
current trends and events. 
 

European History, Advanced Placement (1556) 
CGHS Course #: SS255 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Recommended Lexile: N/A 
Weighted Course: Yes  Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): Honors Geography, Human Geography 
AP, or any AP humanities course is preferred 
 

AP European History is a year-long course in which 
students are introduced to cultural, economic, political, 
and social developments that played a fundamental role 
in shaping the world in which they live.  Since this is a 
college-level course, students that choose to take this 
course should have earned above average grades in 
either honors or regular level freshmen social studies 
courses and plan to pursue a post-secondary degree.  
The AP European History course corresponds to the 
most recent developments in history curricula.  
Questions in cultural, diplomatic, economic, intellectual, 
political, and social history form the basis for the annual 
exam, which is given in May.  Students are expected to 
demonstrate a knowledge of basic chronology and of 
major events and trends from approximately 1450 (the 
High Renaissance) to the present.  The entire 
chronological scope and range of approaches are 
incorporated into the exam.  The goals of AP European 
History are to develop an understanding of some of the 
principal themes in modern European history, an ability 
to analyze historical evidence and historical 
interpretation, and an ability to express historical 
understanding in writing. Students will engage in a 
variety of activities, ranging from small and large group 
discussions to fun simulations to demonstrate their 
understanding of the content. 
 
United States History (1542)  
CGHS Course #: SS311 
Grade Level: 11 
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Recommended Lexile: 940-1210 
Weighted Course: No    Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): Junior Status 
 

United States History emphasizes national development 
in the late 19th and 20th centuries and builds upon 
concepts developed in previous studies of American 
history. Students in this course also identify and review 
significant events, figures, and movements in the early 
development of the nation. After providing such a 
review, the course gives major emphasis to the 
interaction of historical events and geographical, social, 
and economic influences on national development in 
the late 19th and 20th centuries. A chronological, 
topical, or comparative approach can be used in 
developing themes from America's past as they relate 
to life in Indiana and the United States today. Students 
demonstrate the ability to trace and analyze 
chronological periods and examine the relationships of 
significant themes and concepts in United States 
history. Students will be able to sequence historical 
events, examine cause and effect, identify different 
perspectives, and relate historical situations to current 
issues. Opportunities are given to develop inquiry skills 
by gathering and organizing information from primary 
source material and a variety of historical and 
contemporary sources, accounts, and documents. 
Investigation of themes and issues include analysis of 
the importance of cultural pluralism and diversity of 
opinion in American society. Students are given 
opportunities to exercise their skills as citizens in a 
democratic society by engaging in problem solving and 
civic decision making in the classroom, school, and 
community setting. 
 

AP US History (1562) 
CGHS Course #: SS351 
Grade Level: 11 
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Recommended Lexile: 1200+ 
Weighted Course: Yes  Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): Junior status and the ability and 
willingness to compete with other high ability college 
bound juniors. 
 

AP U.S. History is a demanding introduction to American 
history and culture that assumes a high level of interest 
and competence. Because this course is similar to a 
first-year college course, students should expect that 
the workload will be heavier than most regular high 
school history courses. The analytical thinking, writing, 
and reading skills that students develop in AP U.S. 
History will equip them for college and lifelong learning.  
In order to succeed, students need both to be 
motivated to study and to be able to keep up with the 
demands of a college-level course. By taking the AP 
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Exam at the end of the course, students have the 
opportunity to demonstrate that they have, indeed, 
learned college-level material and are prepared to enter 
advanced college courses. AP U.S. History integrates 
political, social, economic, cultural, diplomatic, and 
intellectual history in order to convey the experiences 
of particular groups within the broader perspective of 
the American past. At the same time, it connects events 
and issues from the past to the concerns of the present.  
The course prepares students to become "students of 
history" and includes an emphasis on:  chronological 
organization, geographical literacy, point of view, 
political dynamics, economic patterns (social and 
cultural trends, intellectual developments, influences of 
the arts). Throughout the year, the instructor will use a 
variety of teaching methods and strategies to assist 
students in learning the necessary content and skills for 
the course.  The course will include a college-level text 
and access to primary documents (in texts, class 
presentations, and on the Web). The first semester will 
cover the period from the early twentieth century to 
the present. The second semester will begin with early 
colonization in the 1500s and 1600s and end with the 
late 1800s.  In addition to the historical content, this AP 
course will train students to analyze and interpret 
historical documents, assess the validity of historical 
propositions and build an effective argument.  
Evaluation will emphasize the writing skills necessary to 
prepare students for the free response section of the 
Advanced Placement examination. 
 

United States Government (1540) 
CGHS Course #: SS411 
Grade Level: 12 
Length: 1 Semester 
Credit(s): One 
Recommended Lexile: 940-1210 
Weighted Course: No   Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 

United States Government pro ides a framework for 
understanding the nature and importance of 
responsible civic participation and for learning the rights 
and responsibilities of individuals in a constitutional 
democracy.  The course enables students to explore the 
historic origins and evolution of political philosophies 
into contemporary political and legal systems.  
Constitutional structure and the processes of the 
legislative, executive, and judicial branches of the 
national, state, and local levels of government are 
examined.  Students learn to draw conclusions about 
the impact and interrelationships of history, geography, 
and economics upon our system of government.  They 

also learn to demonstrate an understanding of the 
government structures of the United States and other 
political systems, as well as the relationship of American 
government to world affairs.  Students learn to analyze 
political issues.  They also learn to access data from 
primary and secondary resources and use current 
technology to access relevant source materials and as a 
tool for producing documents in support of learning 
projects.  Students have opportunities to take, defend, 
and evaluate positions on current issues that impact 
political decision-making.  They should understand their 
ability to influence policies and decisions as individuals 
and in groups. 
 

Economics (1514) 
CGHS Course #: SS431 
Grade Level: 12 
Length: 1 Semester 
Credit(s): One 
Weighted Course: No  Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 

Economics includes a study of the allocation of scarce 
resources and their alternative uses for satisfying 
human wants.  This course examines basic models of 
decision making at various levels and in different areas 
including (1) decisions made as a consumer, producer, 
saver, investor, and voter; (2) business decisions to 
maximize profits; and (3) public policy decisions in 
specific markets dealing with output and process in the 
national economy. 
 

Sociology (1534) 
CGHS Course #: SS441 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Length: 1 Semester 
Credit(s): One 
Recommended Lexile: 1000 or greater 
Weighted Course: No  Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 

Sociology provides opportunities for students to study 
group behavior and basic human institutions. Broad 
areas of content include the study of institutions found 
in all societies and could involve: culture, socialization, 
groups, deviance, social class, and race/ethnicity. This is 
a college preparatory elective and will utilize a college-
level textbook. A Lexile score of 1000 or greater is 
recommended to be successful in this course. 
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Government and Politics: (United States Government 
AP) (1560) 
CGHS Course #: SS451 
Grade Level: 12 
Length: 2 Semester 
Credit(s): two  
Recommended Lexile: 1200 and above 
Weighted Course: Yes  Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): AP US History and/or AP World History 
are recommended 
 

The Advanced Placement U.S. Government and Politics 
program is designed to teach U.S. constitutional 
government based on principles of philosophy, political 
beliefs and behavior, political parties and interest 
groups, national institutions and policy processes and 
law.  AP Government and Politics is highly structured, 
very demanding college level course.  Students are 
required to thoroughly read the college level text, as 
well as supplemental reading assignments.  It is 
imperative that a high level academic environment 
exists and that the student is dedicated to learning.  
Students must put forth time and effort both at home 
and in the classroom.  Evaluation will consists of an 
exam after each unit and will thoroughly test student's 
skill level.  Each exam has two timed sections, multiple 
choice and free response questions.  Students will be 
expected to display proficiency in both areas. Many 
different teaching strategies will be utilized.  Students 
will be expected to utilize technology while working on 
many different types of assignments.  Higher level 
thinking skills will be emphasized as students are 
prepared for college level work. 
 

AP Microeconomics*(ACP) (1566) 
CGHS Course #: SS453 
Grade Level: 12 
Length: 1 Semester 
Credit(s): One 
Weighted Course: Yes  Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): Highly recommend B- or better in 
PreCalculus and other math courses 
 

Microeconomics is a study of how individuals, firms, and 
organizational structures make economic decisions.  
Scarcity and opportunity cost will be applied to 
specialization and trade.  Demand and supply analysis 
will be developed to demonstrate how market prices 
are determined, how they determine an economy's 
allocative mix of goods and services and factors of 
production, and how goods and services are distributed 
throughout the economy.  We also will analyze and 
evaluate the effects of government intervention.  
Throughout the course, learning emphasis is placed on 

reasoned, logical argument.  Students should possess 
good math and graphing skills to take this course. 
 

Psychology (1532) 
CGHS Course #: SS454 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Length: 1 Semester 
Credit(s): One 
Recommended Lexile: 1100 
Weighted Course: No  Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 

This course provides students the opportunity to 
explore psychology as the scientific study of mental 
processes and behavior.  The main focus will be on 
behavioral, social and human development with an 
introduction into the biological processes.  Psychology 
will help students develop critical thinking skills and 
develop better study skills.  The course will resemble a 
freshman college course and the grade will be based on 
tests, quizzes and a few assignments. 
 

AP Psychology (1558) 
CGHS Course #: SS455 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Recommended Lexile: 1100 
Weighted Course: Yes  Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): Strongly recommend an AP class or 
honors experience 
 

AP Psychology is designed to introduce students to the 
systematic and scientific study of the behavior and 
mental processes of human beings and other animals.  
Students are exposed to the psychological facts, 
principles, and phenomena associated with each of the 
major subfields within psychology.  They also learn 
about the ethics and methods psychologists use in their 
science and practice.  This course is similar to an 
introductory psychology course in college. The skills 
students will acquire are:  critical thinking, the ability to 
apply what they have learned to real life situations, 
compare and contrast information, how to critically 
evaluate claims and think scientifically.  Exams will be 
modeled after the AP exam.  Students have the ability 
to earn college credit by taking the AP exam. .  
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AP Macroeconomics*(ACP) (1564)  
CGHS Course #: SS457 
Grade Level: 12 
Length of Course: 1 Semester 
Credit(s): One 
Weighted Course: Yes   Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): AP Microeconomics, Highly 
recommended B- or better in Pre-Calculus or other 
math courses 
 

(Prerequisite:  AP Microeconomics):  AP 
Macroeconomics is a semester long course that focuses 
on the economy as a whole.  The course focuses on 
measuring and explaining aggregate economic 
performance, money, monetary policy, and fiscal policy.  
Parts of this course evaluate current economic policy 
problems such as inflation, unemployment, and 
economic growth.  The course also includes a stock 
market simulation. Students should possess good math 
and graphing skills to take this course. 
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